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CIT: Paul helps the Corinthians understand that eloquence doesn’t matter because the power 
of God is found in the cross. 
Proposition: The power of the God is the strangeness of the cross. 
 
I’d like to start us with a moment of silence for the victims and families of the shooting this 
week. 
 
There is a huge debate going on in America over gun control. And there is one thing that I am 
sure of when it comes to this topic – people rarely change their minds. No matter what side of 
this issue that you’re on, the reality is that you’re probably not going to change your mind. 
Almost no amount of argumentation, wisdom, or reason could change your mind. How many 
Christmases must be ruined before we come to this realization? 
 
People don’t always use their heads when making a decision. One episode of AFV should 
prove that. That show has made millions of dollars over 25 years by people video recording 
poor decisions and sending those videos in for free. People are not like robots. It’s not like you 
just put in the right information and we spit out the right response. No, we’re thinking, feeling, 
willful people with presuppositions about the world that are not easily changed, no matter the 
strength of the argument. 
 
Many very smart people are Christians. But if Christianity is true, why doesn’t it seem like the 
smartest people in the world want to believe it? Why can’t we just lay out the facts of 
Christianity and let them do the talking for themselves? In fact, it seems like the opposite is 
true. Instead of the smartest people in the world believing in Christianity, they seem to think 
that Christians are crazy.  
 
I read about a debate one time between a more modern-minded person and a Christian. The 
modern minded person denied the miracles in the bible. No virgin birth, no resurrection from 
the dead, etc. The Christian masterfully destroyed all the arguments against the resurrection of 
Jesus, going through each theory one by one – leaving just one possible theory to be valid: 
Jesus literally rose from the dead. 
 
The response by the modern-minded scientific debater was shocking. He simply agreed with 
the Christian, and complemented him on his eloquence. Then he turned to the audience, who 
was stunned, and basically said, “If the resurrection did happen, I don’t care. It makes no 
difference to my faith.” The more the Christian said that the resurrection was true, the more 
the other debater said he didn’t care! 
 
What happened here? The Christian had air-tight arguments that only stayed on the surface. 
Whenever someone becomes a Christian, it’s never because the person sharing with them was 
eloquent. The power of the God is the strangeness of the cross. 
 
Boston is a city where looking smart matters. So was Corinth. They liked seeming and 
sounding intellectual and eloquent. Paul basically says, “If you believe the gospel, you’re going 
to sound very strange – foolish even – but that’s how you know God is doing the work and not 
you.” The power of the God is the strangeness of the cross. 
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Today I want to talk about the fear many of us feel about what others may think of us because 
we’re Christians. And I want to talk about the frustration we feel when our friends won’t 
believe in Jesus. 
 
I. Why does the world think you’re so strange? 
II. If the world thinks you’re so strange, how do you convince them to love Jesus? 
 
I. Why does the world think you’re so strange? 
 
[18] For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. [19] For it is written, 
 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
  
[20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. 
 
The Corinthians thought they were smart. They were sophisticated urban people with refined 
sensibilities. But they were divided. They were divided because they de-centered from Christ 
and re-centered on preference.  
 
Here we see Paul making a similar argument – when you de-center from Christ and re-center 
on reputation, you strip the gospel of its power. 
 
Paul says that the world thinks you’re so strange because the world has an entirely different 
system of wisdom than you do. The world uses a different grid to process life. According to 
earthly wisdom, the message of the cross is foolishness. [18] For the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
It’s kind of like CrossFit. People who do CrossFit look insane to me. If you don’t know what 
that is, it’s a special gym where you pay people to scream at you and to work out without air 
conditioning. You pay to climb up a rope. And it’s not cheap, I’ve heard as much as $450 a 
month? Friends, the word of the CrossFit is folly to those (like me) who are perishing. I’m 
dying a slow death by Oreos. But to those who are in the system, it’s awesome. People love 
their CrossFit. They go camping with their work out friends. They love it. 
 
You can’t quite understand CrossFit until you’re a member. You can’t quite understand 
Christianity until God saves you and gives you a new grid by which you view the world. 
 
When this happens, you see that the wisdom of the world is folly, but the foolishness of the 
cross is wisdom. 
 
Our temptation is always to make the gospel more palatable for our friends. To make the 
gospel more amenable to the surrounding culture. Our culture is generally more liberal, and so 
we may be tempted to try to change our beliefs to give our friends something easier to believe. 
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But people who don’t want Christianity don’t want “almost-Christianity.” 
 
The world will always look at the message of Christianity and think it’s a little strange. It is 
strange. We believe God became a man - conceived by a virgin, died for the penalty of sins for 
the whole world, was resurrected, and now reigns in heaven. 
 
Why does the world think you’re so strange? It’s not because they just “immoral.” I would 
argue that people today have a stronger sense of morals than ever before. People aren’t really 
“immoral” they’re “hypermoral.” People have strong beliefs about what is right and wrong. 
That’s why we have the outrage culture. But there are competing moralities in the world today. 
You have a sense of morality and outrage from both sides of the political spectrum. They both 
point their fingers in outrage at the other side of the spectrum claiming that they’re the 
immoral ones. 
 
People on the right look at the left and say, “Why can’t people just follow the rules and do the 
right thing like the good ole days?” 
 
One of my seminary professors one time said, “Christian values (in America) have always been 
more popular than Christ and him crucified. God was always welcome in American culture. He 
was after all the deity whose job it was to bless America.” 
 
This isn’t the way of the cross, this is moralism. Do the right thing. Follow the rules. There is no 
Jesus in there. 
 
People on the left look at the right and say, “Why can’t people move with the times and love 
people? It shouldn’t matter what people believe or how they behave, as long as they aren’t 
hurting anyone else. The only thing that we will not tolerate and embrace is intolerance.”  
 
Expressive individualism reigns supreme. These are the children of the Secular age in which 
most of us live. 
 
No matter what culture you live in, the way of the cross appears as folly. No matter what 
culture you live in, the temptation is to change the gospel to fit the cultural climate. 
 
The gospel is not moralism, and it’s not just unconditional acceptance. The Gospel is better 
than moralism and better than unconditional love. The gospel is contraconditional love. That 
God loved me despite my failures. And I love others despite their failures.  
 
This is Godly Wisdom in a Secular Age. And it looks like folly to everyone looking in from the 
outside. If you’re white Christian living in the Jim Crow south, you’re going to look pretty 
strange. And, to a lesser degree, if you are a Christian in modern day Boston, you’re going to 
look pretty strange in many ways. But the power of God is in the strangeness of the gospel. 
 
The world thinks you’re strange because the wisdom of the world is folly.  
 
II. If the world thinks you’re so strange, how do you convince them to love Jesus? 
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Most of us approach talking to our friends about our faith with one of two options: 
1) Fear 2) Frustration. 
 
We fear what they will think of us if they know that we’re Christians. We fear that they might 
think we lack intelligence.  
 
Some of us are bold with our faith, we don’t have all that fear. But we do have frustration! Why 
aren’t my friends and family listening? Why won’t they follow Jesus? 
 
This passage gives us the secret to evangelism. But first it lists the failed methods of 
evangelism. 
 
[22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
 
When we try to tell other people about our faith, many of us feel like we have to point to some 
great sign or speak with some great eloquence. We know that that is what people want, right!  
 
We think, “If God could just give my friend a miracle, I know she would believe.” Or, “If my 
friend would just read the Case for Christ or Mere Christianity or the Reason for God, or some 
other wise book, I know they would become a Christian.” 
 
Here’s the secret to evangelism. 
 
[22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 
The power of God is in the strangeness of the gospel. The gospel is a stumbling block. The 
gospel sounds like foolishness. But to those God has called – Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. He is the thing that our friends are looking for. 
 
God has to do the work in your friends hearts. You cannot convince anyone to be a Christian. 
God has to do the work. You just have to be faithful to present the power and wisdom of God – 
who is Jesus. And you will sound foolish until God does a miracle in their heart bring them 
from life to death. The foolishness of the cross is the wisdom of God in our secular age. 
 
You may still struggle with fear or frustration, but the key is faithfulness. Be faithful to God. 
How are you faithful? Embrace the strangeness. The gospel may be strange, but it’s powerful! 
 
[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
[29] so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  
 
The message of the gospel gives power to the powerless. 
The message of the gospel shames the wise in this world. 



1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 – WISDOM OR FOLLY 
CITY ON A HILL CHURCH – BROOKLINE – 2.18.18 
	

5 

It humiliates those of noble birth. 
It brings shame to the strong.  
The way of God is paradoxical. And beautiful. 
The most famous person in heaven, is the most humble person on earth.  
This is good news to those of us who feel downtrodden. 
 
Embrace the strangeness of the gospel.  

- The gospel motivates people to give up everything they own and move overseas to 
share the gospel with remote tribes in India.  

- The message of the gospel motivates doctors and lawyers to give up cushy jobs with 
big benefits to serve the socially disadvantaged.  

- The message of the gospel calls parents of a down-syndrome child to lovingly care for 
years and years. 

 
Embrace the strangeness of the gospel, but allow the thing that makes you strange to be the 
gospel. You need to embrace the strangeness of the gospel, not the weirdness of the Christian 
subculture. Sometimes Christians can be really weird. Stop that. Try not to be more weird than 
you have to. Try not to be more offensive than you have to. But embrace the strangeness of 
what you believe.  
 
Russell Moore says, “The most important thing that differentiates us from the rest of the world 
is the gospel. If our principal means of differentiation is politics or culture, then we have every 
reason to see those around us as our enemies, and to see ourselves as somehow morally 
superior. But if what differentiates us is blood poured out for our sins, then we see ourselves 
for what we are: Hell-deserving sinners in the hands of a merciful God.” 
 
Embracing the strangeness means that you do more than just saying the basic facts about the 
gospel when you’re sharing your faith. It means that you must be willing to engage with the 
worldviews of our neighbors. To listen to them. To understand them. And allow them to know 
you, to hear all your beliefs. We have to do the long work of speaking the gospel truth into 
their lives so that God will change their worldview over time.  
 
Sharing your faith in Boston is like planting a seed in the sidewalk. First you have to break up 
the concrete before the seed even has a prayer of taking root. After you do that, you pray that 
God will cause something to grow where there has been nothing but cold hard ground for a 
long time. 
 
Paul ends this section of the letter by saying, [30] And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, [31] so that, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
He teaches that you are “in Christ.” As you share your faith, what’s the worst thing that could 
happen to you? You may feel fear. Your friends may think you’re dumb. You may be 
ostracized.  But you can rest easy that the worst thing that could happen to you is no longer a 
threat. Christ has already experienced the curse of God through his crucifixion on the cross. 
Now we are united with him. We will never be rejected by God. 
 
His body was broken for you. His blood was shed for you. Communion. 


